Essay 1: Where Have you Been? Where are You Going? A Look at Your Academic Progress
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Your first essay will be something of an academic reflective essay.  However, it is not the typical academic reflection. Take a few minutes to think about the professors you have had in college. Which ones have really had your back? Which ones frustrated you beyond measure? Write an essay describing those professors, how they helped (or hampered you), and how you handled being in their classes. What did you learn from the experience? (Note: Do not use the professor’s real names. Instead, you may use a pseudo name...)
Begin the writing process by prewriting: brainstorm, freewrite,  cluster/web, etc.
· Then, look over your ideas;  what ONE point can you make about your writing? Develop that idea into ONE sentence—a thesis statement.
· Using your thesis statement as a guide, develop major support for your thesis, the why’s and where’s, and how’s.
· Then arrange these supporting ideas in an order. (Develop an informal outline.)
· If necessary, brainstorm or freewrite again.
· Begin the first draft of your paper. Try to do this in one sitting. Develop the ideas you have on your outline.  At this point, do not worry about grammar or mechanics. Your main goal is to get ideas on paper.
· Put your paper aside for an hour or two. Then Begin revising.
· Revise for unity—Make sure you are developing one main idea. Your topic sentences for each paragraph should support your thesis, and all the sentences in each body paragraph should support the topic sentences.
· Revise for support—Have you explained your ideas thoroughly? Did you paint a verbal picture? or did you just tell? Have you give specifics or generalities?
· Revise for coherence—Did you include words and phrases that will help your paper to flow from one idea to the next smoothly? Do you have transitional words/phrases? Did you include other connecting words such as synonyms,  appropriate pronouns, and repeated KEY words?
· Is your paper in the order that is best suited for what you are writing? Did you use time/sequential order, emphatic order, space/descriptive order? Do you need to move things around in your paper so that the ideas are well connected?
· Is your introduction interesting? Have you made an attempt to engage your reader in your paper? Did you begin your introduction using one of the methods in your book? (questions, quote, explain the importance of the topic, opposite idea, general to specific, etc.)
· Did your conclusion wrap up or just end? Did you tie together loose ends? Did you answer any possible “left-over” questions that the reader might have?
· Edit your paper for grammar/mechanics. Look for run-ons or comma splices, subject-verb agreement errors, pronoun-antecedent errors…
· Proofread  your paper carefully!
· Use the Smart Thinking online tutor or the MindTap tutor.
· Final drafts should be typed, double spaced, 10—12 font. They should include a proper heading:
· Be sure to check for specific details (support), connecting words such as transitions, pronouns, synonyms, and repeated KEY words (coherence), and focus--that you are developing one main idea. You should also have a specific order in mind (time, emphatic, space, other writing mode).
Name, English 152-02, date on the left-hand                    side of the paper.  Every paper should contain an original title.  The title should be centered.  YOUR titles should NOT be underlined or put in quotation marks. All major words should be capitalized.    (Do not capitalize articles ({a, an, the) unless they begin the title}; do not capitalize small prepositions or conjunctions.)

Rough drafts (typed) due  on Padlet on Friday, September 14th. Please turn these in promptly because others will need to do a peer review on you
Final drafts due on Safe Assign on Monday, September 17. 
Do not procrastinate. Begin your work as soon as it is assigned.



